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CURRICULUM POLICY 
 

This policy, which applies to the whole school, including the Reception class within the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), is 
publicly available on the school website and upon request a copy (which can be made available in large print 

or other accessible format if required) may be obtained from the School Office. 
 
Scope: All who work, volunteer or supply services to our school have an equal responsibility to understand and implement this 
policy and its procedures both within and outside of normal school hours, including activities away from school. All new 
employees and volunteers are required to state that they have read, understood and will abide by this policy and its procedural 
documents and confirm this by signing the Policies Register. 
 
Legal Status: Complies with The Education (Independent School Standards) (England) Regulations currently in force. 
 
Monitoring and Review: These arrangements are subject to continuous monitoring, refinement, and audit by the Headteacher. 
The Proprietor and Advisory Board will undertake a full annual review of this document, inclusive of its implementation and 
the efficiency with which the related duties have been implemented. This review will be formally documented in writing. Any 
deficiencies or weaknesses recognised in arrangements or procedures will be remedied immediately and without delay. All 
staff will be informed of the updated/reviewed arrangements, and it will be made available to them in writing or electronically. 
 
Signed:         Reviewed:       October 2024  
          Next Review:         October 2025 
                           
 
Mrs Chizzy Chukwukere 
Headteacher     
Proprietor who is the Chair of the Advisory Board 

 
 

 
Introduction: The school offers full-time supervised education for pupils aged 4 - 11 with an age-appropriate curriculum 
which reflects the ethos and core values of the school. 
• This policy draws in parts upon the following guidance documents and other Imperial Oak policies 
• Independent School Standards 2019 
• National Curriculum 
• Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage  
• Guidance about teaching personal, social, health and economic (PSHE) education (2021) 
• Relationships, Sex and Health Education (RSE) (2021) 
• Relationships Education, Relationships and Sex Education and Health Education (England) Regulations 2019 
• Promoting fundamental British values through SMSC (2014) 
• Research review series: religious education (2021) 
• Teaching about Mental Wellbeing (2021) 
• DfE Careers guidance and access for education and training providers (2021) 
• Careers guidance and access for education and training providers July 2021.  
  
Intent: The school takes pupils from the age of 4-11 of age and focuses on EYFS to KS2 accordingly. All our children have EHCP’s 
and are either self-funded or referred by the Local Education Authority. Learning will begin with the child’s own interests and 
develop to consider a wider audience. The school has a focus on developing children’s vocabulary and ensuring that children 
have effective learning behaviours with a strong moral compass which will guide them as go into the wider world. An important 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/regulating-independent-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/personal-social-health-and-economic-education-pshe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-education-relationships-and-sex-education-rse-and-health-education#history
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/promoting-fundamental-british-values-through-smsc
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/research-review-series-religious-education/research-review-series-religious-education
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/teaching-about-mental-wellbeing
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/careers-guidance-provision-for-young-people-in-schools
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aspect of the School’s ethos is that children should not be limited by their past academic performance. It is therefore imperative 
that every individual has the ability to achieve their potential and that the curriculum is adapted to maximise the opportunities 
for all children. A child-centred approach has been adopted, which not only incorporates aspects of the School ethos, but also 
enables effective pastoral support as part of the curriculum.  
 
 
Values: Our school curriculum is underpinned by the values that we hold dear at our school. The  curriculum is the means 
by which the school achieves its objective of educating children  in the knowledge, skills and understanding that they need 
in order to lead fulfilling lives. These are the main values of our school, upon which we have based our curriculum: 
• We value the way in which all children are unique, and our curriculum promotes respect for the views of each 

individual child, as well as for people of all cultures. We value the spiritual and moral development of each person, as 
well as their intellectual and physical growth. 

• We value the importance of each person in our community. We organise our curriculum so that we promote co-
operation and understanding between all members of our community. 

• We value the rights enjoyed by each person in our society. We respect each child in our school for who they are, and 
we treat them with fairness and honesty. We aim to enable each person to be successful and we provide equal 
opportunities for all the children in our school.  

• We value our environment, and we aim, through our curriculum, to teach respect for  our world and how we should 
care for it for future generations as well as our own. 

• We ensure that in all curricular and extra-curricular activities we do not undermine the fundamental British Values of 
democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and 
beliefs. 

 
Aims and objectives:  The aims of our school curriculum are: 
• to enable all children to learn and develop their skills to the best of their ability; 
• to promote a positive attitude towards learning, so that children enjoy coming to school, and acquire a solid basis 

for lifelong learning. 
• to enable children to be creative and to develop their own thinking. 
• to teach children about their developing world, including how their environment and society have changed over time; 
• to help children to be positive citizens in British society and develop cultural capital needed to succeed; 
• to teach children to have an awareness of their own spiritual development, and to understand right from wrong; 
• to develop an understanding of economic factors in society which can affect their well-being; 
• to help children understand the importance of truth and fairness, so that they grow up committed to equal 

opportunities for all; 
• to ensure all children are being prepared for their next stage of education at each stage of their learning;  
• to enable children to have respect for themselves and high self-esteem, and to be able to live and work co-operatively 

with others and taking responsibility for the general welfare of their peers as appropriate; 
• to encourage our children to develop respect for and understanding of diversity with particular regard to the protected 

characteristics set out in the 2010 Act and with regard to the Single Equality Policy. 
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Implementation: The way in which the curriculum is delivered and taught is critical to outcomes and the success of our pupils. 
The learner is at the core of our curriculum and the centre of their learning. It is designed to be at the learner’s pace and as it’s 
an exceptionally flexible curriculum it’s able to change to meet the children’s needs with 5 core subjects at the centre.  Imperial 
Oak School’s curriculum approach is designed to ensure that we are able to meet each child’s holistic needs as specifically as 
possible and to achieve this Imperial Oak School’s curriculum is arranged into four pathways.  These are the Pre-formal 
Pathway; the Explore Pathway; the Semi-formal Play Pathway; and the Formal Pathway. Each of these Pathways has its own 
distinct overarching pedagogical (teaching and learning) approach that begins to meet the collective needs of the pupils within 
that pathway which is then personalised to a higher degree to meet the specific needs of individuals. 
 
 
Curriculum Pathways 
 
  

 
As the school’s curriculum is arranged across 4 theoretical, pedagogical pathways, these begin on transition from the Early 
Years Foundation Stage and run through Key Stages 1 and 2 until the pupils’ transition to relevant secondary provisions at the 
end of year 6. The pathways are the Preformal Pathway, the Explore Pathway, the Semi-Formal Play Pathway and the Formal 
Pathway. Both the Explore Pathway and Formal Pathway are further divided into sub-pathways. These are Informal 
Explore and Semi-Formal Explore in the Explore Pathway. In the Formal Pathway they are Formal and Formal: National 
Curriculum. 
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Each curriculum pathway is designed to have a defined approach in terms of its provision that extends to the curriculum 
areas taught, numbers of pupils in a class, staff to pupil ratios, underlying pedagogy and recommended developmental 
frameworks. Each pathway works towards specific but broad outcomes that underpin and form the foundation of the 
learners individualised needs (see Pathway Characteristics and Pathway Provision Overview tables below). 
 
Within the context of an underlying approach all pupils are then planned for and taught at Imperial Oak School in a highly 
personalised way, by using developmental Personalised Learning Plans facilitated through an environmental context 
established by individual engagement profiles.  
  
Pathway Learner Characteristics 
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Pathway Provision Overview 

 

 
 
Play 
  
Imperial Oak School has utilised an Early Years influenced play based learning approach to support teaching and learning 
across all key stages for just over 10 years. Play is one of the most important ways in which young children gain essential 
knowledge and skills. Children play to make sense of the world around them, and to find meaning in an experience by 
connecting it to something already known. Play is a key approach in enabling children to take on an active role and 
ownership in their experiences, as well as helping them to be capable, autonomous, and agents of their own learning. 
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Therefore, play provides the underlying pedagogy for Early Years and all four pathways, although to a lesser extent via 
timetabling in the Formal Pathway. The way it is adapted and applied across the Early Years Foundation Stage and each of 
the pathways, however, is quite different. 
  

 
 

 

Assessment and Reporting: Assessment is used to measure progress and inform planning the school uses ‘Evidence for 
Learning’ is used for evidence and tracking progress of each individual child (see separate Assessment Policy for further details.)  
If children are thought to be underperforming relating to their individual targets, additional interventions will be put in 
place where necessary.   
Elements that Combine to Give a Picture of Student Progress: A picture of a student’s overall progress is obtained from the 
following sources of information: 

1. Teacher’s feedback and observations 
2. Where relevant, assessment tests and practical work  
3. Engagement with student 
4. Teacher-predicted and target grades 
5. Interventions   
6. Understanding of a student’s previous academic history  
 
 

 
 
 


